
 
 

Phase 3 Community Engagement Report 
 
Over the past several months, Golf School District 67 has continued to look to the community to guide us 
as we determine the path forward for our schools. So far, we have received feedback from more than 
940 members of the community through in-person presentations, two scientific phone surveys, and 
online feedback forms on what improvements they would like to see to their schools and how they 
would like to fund those improvements. 
 
Phase 3 of community engagement was conducted in January and February 2022. Using the feedback 
provided by the public during Phase 2, we developed three options for the community to give their 
feedback. Throughout this phase, the district has been closely listening to community members as they 
ranked each option in order of favorability.  
 
District 67 has continued to take active steps to engage the community and solicit feedback. To achieve 
this, we updated messaging, met with the Community Committee for another in-depth discussion, 
engaged key influencers, conducted a second public phone survey, and held two additional public 
engagement sessions on different days of the week to ensure all community members could participate. 
Feedback from the community was documented during this time through notes taken of all direct 
communications, responses provided on paper forms at the Community Committee meeting and public 
engagement sessions, the results of the scientific phone survey, and responses provided using the online 
feedback form on the district’s website. We received tremendous levels of engagement and feedback in 
Phase 3, gathering 394 phone responses and 43 responses directly from community members. 
 
We are nearing the end of this community engagement process, which began in August 2021. As this 
process enters Phase 4, the district, equipped with all data gathered from the community to date, will 
work with the board to determine the best possible course forward that aligns with the community’s 
wishes.  
 
Messaging  
The district continued to use messaging to properly communicate how we arrived at this point, what our 
successes and challenges have been, and how to approach the path forward. This messaging detailed 
recent progression and improvements, as well as the challenges posed by aging and inadequate 
infrastructure. The five key takeaways from the messaging are below, and a full copy of the messaging is 
provided with this report.  
 

• In Golf School District 67, our community and schools partner together to inspire learners for 
lifelong success. 

• With more and more families looking to send their children to our highly rated schools, our 
enrollment has been growing at an unsustainable pace and it’s starting to show. 



• Even with these challenges, we have all the foundations for success. Our staff, school board, and 
community work tirelessly and creatively to make our district the “little engine that could.” 

• Solving our space issues will benefit everyone in our community.  
• We will achieve these improvements together. This school year, our district and community will 

be collaborating closely to chart a course for the future of our schools. We will develop a new 
community-driven strategic plan that overcomes our space and staffing issues and provides our 
district with the tools needed to inspire learners for lifelong success. 

 
Options Survey 
During Phase 3, the district conducted a public phone survey to gauge support for each potential option. 
For each option, respondents were given full information on each item, including which projects were 
addressed and not addressed with each, as well as estimated costs and the average tax impact. The 
survey was taken before the full public had been educated on the options in order to obtain an accurate 
representation of the public’s unbiased, intuitive reactions to the options. 
 
A full analysis of the results from the options survey is provided with this report. 
 
Community Committee  
The Community Committee continued to meet throughout this process to provide the district with direct 
input. The Community is a cross-section of District 67 stakeholders, including residents from different 
neighborhoods and regions of the district, business owners, community leaders, and administration 
members.  
 
The committee met on January 10 during Phase 3. The Community Committee engagement will 
continue through Phase 4 of the process. 
 
Attached is a detailed report of the feedback that was collected from the Community Committee during 
Phase 3 of this process. 
 
Public Engagement  
The district held two public engagement sessions during Phase 3 on different days of the week to 
provide all members of the District 67 community an opportunity to participate. These events were 
advertised by mail, email, newsletter, and social media. These sessions presented the same three 
potential options presented throughout Phase 3. The community was encouraged to ask questions and 
provide feedback.  
 
Phase 3 public engagement sessions were held at Golf Middle School on: 

• Monday, January 31 at 6:30 pm. 
• Thursday, February 3 at 6:30 pm. 

 
Verbal discussions occurred during these meetings and additional collaboration opportunities were 
made available through feedback forms. All presentations were made available on the district’s website. 
 
Attached is a detailed report of the feedback that was collected from the public during Phase 3 of this 
process. 
 



Phase 3 Analysis 
In forming our analysis of Phase 3, we reviewed hundreds of data points provided by members of the 
community in three separate tracks. First, through the options survey, which gives us a scientifically 
accurate snapshot of the intuitive reactions of members of the community to the items being discussed. 
Second, through the public engagement sessions and online feedback forms, which gives us the more 
passionate responses from community members who are very invested in their schools and who have 
taken some time to consider these issues. Third, through the community committee, whose responses 
come after hours of discussion, allowing us to track the movement of opinions as individuals become 
more engaged and educated on these topics. 
 
The feedback during Phase 3 showed strong levels of support for moving forward with a plan that 
invests in improving our schools. 73% support at least one of the options presented while 17% do not 
support additional funding. 
 
The public’s intuitive feelings during Phase 3 show they are favorable or neutral towards all three 
options. This is notable because typically we see intuitive opposition towards the more expensive 
options at this stage. The intuitive preference is towards Option 3 first (30%), followed by Option 1 (27%), 
then Option 2 in a distant 3rd (16%).  
 
Those who are more engaged and passionate show the most support for Option 3, then Option 2, then 
Option 1, though these rankings are close. 
 
Those who are the most engaged show significantly more support for Option 3, then Option 2, then 
Option 1. 
 
All this indicates the public is intuitively open to all three options, with a preference towards Option 3 
and Option 1. The more engaged and informed individuals become, the more they move in support of 
Option 3. This is instructive as we determine next steps. 
 
The district could move forward immediately with Option 1. This has strong support from specific 
demographics within the community and would be successful in any election as a referendum. However, 
it should be noted this option gets significantly less support than we typically see from the general 
public, and those more engaged clearly prefer a different Option. 
 
The district may be able to move forward with Option 2, but it’s the least supported by the public and 
clearly does not excite those more engaged with the schools. As a result, we don’t recommend pursuing 
this option. 
 
The district could move forward immediately with Option 3. This also has strong support from specific 
demographics within the community. Work will need to be done to engage and inform the public on 
why this plan is needed, but with that it would be successful in the right election as a referendum. 
 
Since funding any of these plans requires a successful referendum, it is important we analyze the 
makeup of the electorate for the upcoming elections. The next election, the June 28th Primary Election, is 
predicted to attract a mostly older, white, conservative turnout. The following election, the November 8th 



General Election, is predicted to attract a more balanced turnout. The following election, the April 4th 
(2023) Consolidated Election, is predicted to attract a very small and older turnout. 
 
The demographics most likely to participate in the June election strongly prefer Option 1. Should the 
district wish to pursue this option, there is no reason to wait, we recommend moving forward in the 
upcoming Primary Election. 
 
Should the district prefer to move forward with Option 3, the demographics who prefer this option are 
most likely to participate in the November election. The safest course of action would be to run this 
referendum in the General Election. 
 
However, 2022 affords a unique opportunity, with two elections just a little over 4 months apart from 
each other. The district could move forward with Option 3 as a referendum in June, knowing the 
referendum has less of a chance of succeeding, but using that as an opportunity to engage the public on 
the plan. The data shows the referendum still has a decent chance of passing in June, so this would 
allow the district to attempt to pass the referendum sooner. Then, if the referendum is unsuccessful in 
June, the district could run the referendum again in November, now with the public much more aware 
of the plan. This approach is a little more costly and labor intensive than waiting until November to run 
the referendum for the first time, but it provides at least the opportunity for the referendum to pass in 
June. 


